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: judge, and executioner. o3 o
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CHAPRTER I.
1¥ THE LANE-

= v TME DODY
2 T wwa In ‘the alternoon, Johnny
R - Lyons, foreman of the T-I'nm-
4.-\ :ble:T, loped through the litile
VTt Mcxic:m ceetlement of Los

=3 Rnnclws de” Marfil and turned easiward
“into - the  three-mile lane which led
.. “through the alfalfa-ficlds to Las Uvas,
= . the-county-séat.

“ A7 little “later ‘the Mlexicans heard a
“shot-from that direction. Shertly after-
ward, Dan Hurley came out of the lane
and® p;ss-cd through Los Ranchos on the
_way to his home in Marfijl

-~ Abont ‘three o'clock a hali-dozen of
“ the Mexican boys saddled up and started
to Las Uvas to play pefote. On the way
: 77 they met Johnny's horse, and at ‘the
~= crosslng of the lane and the old river-
. =bed -they found Johnny, quite dead—
ot from behind,

- ' ‘Within an hour after the alarm was
rgiven half the populace of las Uvas
- were at the scene of the murnder. A
~ coroner's jury -was impaneled, and on
- examination {t- was found that no one

_had- entered -the lane that afterncon ex-
--cept Haorley and the dead man,

Hurley was sent for and qusstioned.
He said-he had met Lyons just west of
o, - the-river-bed ; had spoken to him, lLut
" had not stopped; had heard the shot,
"+ but thought nothing of it. In his gun,
=.a-45, wvas found an empty shell, nppar-

7 be had- fired M. a _hawk, \I'l].ll'.'.h ‘he had
= missed, ;. .

= Upon the suggﬂmn of " Searchlight "

s ilsatl, exstwhile deputy sheriff and a

' -, thorough srarch ns

et L Y

Tently freshly fired. This, Hurley said

made, and the fatal bullet was found=

It was a .45. S - @y
Hurley stoatly protested his entirein: .- - - == 5 1 BN
nocence. Bot things -lcoked black for - - -+ =~th
him, and the jury promptly found that == ~—~-th
Lyons came to death at his hands. - He | g < -
was put in durance and -his request {or i, ——
Lail denied. R “me-Tean
That m'ghL, Clart Harst came in from- b gr
op the rver. He 2aid that Johnny had - o - - M
left the Broad Cafon Camp afier break- " i Bt
fast, intendifig to go to the Diunmand A - = F
round-up at Danten to help Tem Hall e = " th
throw back.  He was onarmed. and took 5 ey R |
only ene harsz, expecting to ride somne F e T
of Tom's mounts. Hurst said - that“h= s e thy
could nut imagine what bad made bim - o -0 - L, of
come o0 Las Uwas instead. : "y in
Dan Horley was feared and disliked in - i ~wi
las Uvas. Perhaps he was the most - °— .su
unpopular man in the widmity. [ am-- - -=_- ~~xn
aware that this & high praise, but ke ~ = SN M= < 8l
deserved it, being a straight, square mam. — 2, TR B L b |
He had made himeelf particularly ob- g = Lt

noxious to legal and palitical arcles by
resisting evorbitant and unequal taxartion,
by merciles and coavincing expesnre of .
graft, and in fighting agairst the per<. .- -
secution, through compliisant courts, of "= ==
Imr:l and personal cnemies of “the == -
nng He was ooe of the first rebely - Xk o
against the tyranny and oppression’ of .~ - o
the - New Mexican office-holdersy, who =~ "2
held unquestioned-sway for thirty wears. ™. & =
His bitter. sarcasms dad cut deeply, and . s
his enemies, eager for revenge, mow had. = ©
their coveted epportunity, b
Scarchlight pointed cut tha{ Lyons - =
had been_a persistent_wooer of - Miss -
Elsie. Brandon,- now mg:ged,.m mary o
~-Hutley. Jealousy was a sufficient and™ -
pmhahle motive [or lhr.' murd:r, nru'.l
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olomebods, likely. - . e : e T T
uperstitions that-a- © ¢ "¢ - X s BATT S g e : : : ey R~
g R worTi e U Now; o I'd stakes my life—[. have on a general battle without same power- -
for“ineat,. sce.some 2 e =77 2 Y “paked my. 1fé—on the theoty that the ful motive. But If Mr. X, -tbe bésfe = *it

3'.'. - by .

think ‘it's a sign of

:Ps;:thg t?é?hﬁ s ‘his intentions, outrode him, passed him who led last night's entertainment, were _—_‘r-"_"” ]
vn'men who could somewheres out of sight, and waylaid one and the same, then he might try- = 5 58
byt him {n the old river-bed. He saw the to square accomnts with me while the =2 3

urtist by starligh
lfmm'-knif_d.% >

ays af thinkin' and

ike

Ine is hand-to-hip,

u don't aim ' nor
let or your thought

d certain as a car- -

m can't tell 'any-
Either you can or

slower, and mebbe :

the thermometer,
riangulation, allew
. and the number
r belt, hold your
sight, and lct go.
e of shooting, the
ng, and it's mighty
dead-center bull's-
Me, I like snap-

st told II;C ‘about

suspects Mr., X,
ght of. T knows
-told you, some
eIl you, and then
em all at’ once—
just as you kpow
ut lookin’ at it.

a try and tell you \.

about Mr. X ‘ar-
1 your mind that
18 crosswise since

wise what Frank'
state of the cow- |

* burnin' question

ownership of his .

5 jbhnn:."ln the

ie makes. o snéak. -

res- the cow was o

ity good fdee who:

s been  workin' = %

self; and he's-mad’ -

[

onc on his ranges -

spect” himy> ‘Hisr—

= -beef-killer watched Johnny start, guessed

meeting with Hurley. Jf he had any

--grudge against Hutley—if, for instance,

Hurley was going to marry the girl he
couldn't get himself—then that mectin’
decided him to Lill Johnny. Here was
a chance to kill ¢ enemy and get an-
other hanged for it.

" After the murder, his nerve failed
him. The facts were so plain to him
that he felt sure .Hurley's trial would
bring the crime to light. Then cam# the
talk of lynchin'. If Hurley was mobbed,

" it would be less exertion for the public

mind to assume that he was guilty. 1In-
vestigation would bz stopped.

" But the sheriff &f Dona lnez was
Lkoown to be hard to shoe behind. He
must be got out of the way. If the mur-
derer gave information about the year-
lin' layin" half skinned where he left it
he would have a clear field for a lynch-
in', and it would account for his pres-
ence in town. If he sald nothing, the
yearlin' would be found, he wounld be

: suspecled of killin' it, and then it wm

“but a step to connecting him with killin'
Johony. -
" José Benavides, we want the name

- of-the man who put you on 1o the beef

case. [ dida't It wasn't Old Man Kerr
-—he's -in bed with the exclamatory
rheumatism, and his two boys are at the
Danton work  Write down his name"
Steve tumned o Bert Spring,
" Bert," ho said, " you are my enemy.

~ But I believe you're an honest man—

thick-headed, narrow, prejudiced, easily

- led—Dbut for all that 2 man that wants
“to do right. Who egged on and led that

mob last night? " _
=" I"ll write you his name,” said Dert
! Dut—I—Mr. Thompson—I have mis-

- - judged you all along. Cant we bury
~_-the hetchet? " Steve wrung his hand,
. their eyes met frankly, and an old feud
‘. was ended- - '

*One. more_ point,"’: resumed Steve,

killér, Johnny's marderer, and the man

law was on his side for o minute.

“ S0, 1 thought I'd-let him have a-.
chance to give himself away. Of course, :
[ didn't suppose the Dundee boys would ' - =:
[ never "=

let him actvally shoot at me.

dreamed they would be so prompt to =

uphold the law, Why, I was really in —

danger. Suppose one of their bullets . -

had glanced?

" And [ didn't think Joe woald shmt E

me—duty or no duty—me ridin’ slow and™ =

meditative that-a-way. Bri—some one.
shot my hat ofi. [ don™ think it was
you boys. Did you see who it was, Mr.
Benard? " ! =
The district atteroey wrote and folded .
the paper, with bands that gembled. -~
Wildcat shuved it over to Mr: Brown.

" Shufde and deal, judge. Face up. -H

The money is all in. Bobtail’s are no
geod in a show-down, The cards must-
all be green to win”

Silence. i

"1 And,” said the jodgd with grave
deliberation, “* that on each of these slips °
is written- the game name, that of——"

He pawsed

" Searchlight Wilson!" -
The sheriff roused up.

" Make out the warrant, judge, and -4

we'll all swear to it Mr. Thampson,
allow me to congratulate you™

When the general hand-shaking was -

over Steve spoke up again, -
“ Will you let me serve that warrant,
Joe? You folks are all satisfied that

With a sigh” of relj=f
five men completed his sentence— ©

this man is guilty of murder most - fonl - °

But if 1 step over there where Wilsan®

is drinkin’ and braggin' how he made:-

Steve Thempson weaken, and if T just
mention, casual-like, to nobody in par-
ticular, ' I arrest von for the murder of
John Lyons, then what happens? =~ ..

" There's fifty men there, say. Farty--
nine of ‘them don't ‘do nothin'; one of
them. pulls his_gun.  That's his dyin’:

- .

- My last play didn't turn out according  confession, signed .and -sealed: by his' - 4
& to-specifications. ; [ didn't want to get . guilty. and unsleeping - conscience. = We " <

shot none—my life ain't insured. "I fig-_can give' dut part of the facts, but. Mise
“gut’ that 1o ane would risk bringin'~ ‘Brandoa's . pame  needn't “appear, s
S A B I e L : R T

=10 Snat ems L

&n he misdoubted, -

in here to-notily %
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. won't. be bandied about Ly'all the foul-
- mouthed blackguards in the cdunty.”.

- Benard rose indignantly. “ Redlly,
<, thifls too much.- “This passes all bounds.”
(2 My dear-slr, do you realizs that you are
_proposing - to. six c!tizens, including
. ‘three officlals sworn to enforce the law,
- -to_ become your - accomplices, accessory
+  before.the fact to a foreplanned mur-

-‘_|d’u? LS ot . -

2" Mr.Benard, suppose your wile were
¢ In"Miss' Brandon's place? "

= +'If you take the law into your own
) hands,” -the other broke in, *how are
_ you ‘any. better than the Iynchers? As

. ta: Miss Dranden, it is very unfortunate.
= We may be oblé¢ to convict Wilson with-
;out bringing in her name® And at any
© mate, i T understand you correctly, she

Is to marry Hurley, and not youp "

= Wildeat’s eyes narrowed to pin-points.
: ‘He. reached out a sinewy hand, Jerked
+ "/ -Benard to him, wined his fingers In the
" legal woat-lapels, and began shaking him.
= " Your understanding is all right, Mr.
** Benard.. Discretion is what you lack

- mastly.. Can you see no diflerence be-
* T~ tweeh a hundred. masked cosards going

'infﬁw dark to mob one man, locked up
- and. un rmed "—a shake for emphasis—
" ond one armed man going in broad day
* - torarrest another armed man in 3 crowd
“of “his friends and backers? " .
-‘Here he batted the legislator's head
against ~the wall to assist his mental
“vision.” “If he don't resist, there'll be
-7 - no shooting; if he does, there'll be no
= murder. Can't you sew that- Wilson s a
"o 7 .desperate man and will resist arrest in
' any case? All [ propesc is to arrange it

~ = “so thet his resistance will be an open and
“' -palpable  confessiwn that no one will
L oZquestion. I will not have Elsie Bran-

' don's name -dragged throngh the miud.
" Even if you was to catch Wilson napping
o, and get him without a fight, he is vile

. yefigugh to get up and swear her good
.. name away for revenge.

~» " To prevent that, it will be necessary
-~ 'for some ane to shoot him “in open court
.+ cand be subsequently hanged, which might
= be Inconvenient. - The question is; are
. “you golng®to voluntarily help me to pro-
“itect_ s pure and innocent girl, or am [
“going to- haye.to use violence on you?d "

'-A.m%l,}gc Jammed the luckless .ofcial
snn a chair, s PEPE tary.
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ifloated to us, clear, serene, angd -unhur-
_ried. - s T : -

Benard caught his breath. To hislast- - <=
ing credit be jt recorded that he forgot ° -
his rufiled dignily in view of the greater 3
{ssues involved, and there has been-a
warm spot in my heart for the little man A =
cver siiice.  No, he was not influenced T
by Wildcat's threatened violence. [ have - P
secn a good many men scared. Benard : '
was not scared. He was awakened from - -

a lifelong dream, to realize that hard-
and-fast rules do not cover all the con-
tingencies of life. @ ; »

1 was wrong,” be said. * It has been
long agreed that there are worse evils
than death. You have shown me that :
there are things infinitely worse than . T
the taking of life. I agree to this man's ’
death and wili share the responsibility- :
with you, here or hereafter ™

" Steve," said Cole saftly, ** hadn't you i X
better let me and the sheriff go over. there > ; N
with yosu? [ understand, all right, that - =~
it has come to a show-down Detweea . '
yvou and Wilson, hut we'd better hold- R | : =
herd for vou.”

Wildcat grinned.  ** They won't for- r
get that Bonnie Dundee is 10 Teckon with,

That's why 1 sent Foamy to bring them.

No friend of mine will interfere. This ~ Al r
s the Judgment of Battle, You all et 5 1
needn't look so solemn.  This is oot my - i 1 ]'i th
Gay for dying. So 1 won't say * Lood- e m
by," only * Excuse me one moment’ "™ S ll! = M
As he went out in the hallway Benard, - -1 ' tr.
the mild, refined, and palished, went inhg ; o r :
the cadjoining room. opened a drawer, ! ; - R
took from a daimiy box a maest chegant - ‘! ~ le
pearl-handled gun, and thrust it into his - < g
cuat.  All of  which contrary to the = i h .
statute made and provided and the peace B th
and dignity of the Territory. .7 = A 1 o= s
[n that brief interval his- civilization S : 1
had {allen from him as a garment. [t S :, s
Was 3 pnimitive man, ferce-eyed and N =l
gray-faced, that joined us at the window g B | = el fr
—a DBorderer, eager, confident, unhesi- : o Eov LM
tant, who watched his leader go to doub- T ' & b
ful combar, ready alike to cheer his vies oo 0l bl

tory er to avenge his fall. Benard was SR
no longer an alien. i =
Steve crossed over to the Gadsden 3
Purchas: and stepped in. There was a
confused murmur, followed by a silence
through which we heard the beating of
our own hearts. Then' Steve's volce

-—
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;01';'-, LR e TW'D 5]10[5 rang out t(_]g(: 1'[..1'. il Erﬂ.tEI)’ Ell'ld leI: l.]'l'e dODI' ﬁWlng tD. Et]_

e s : e A pane shivered in ‘the door und fell - not turning his head. He: looked -up™

a - " Z_'tmklm “to .the- sidewalk. = at the sun' under: his*: crpEI:l pﬂ.Im, AW

e Then Wildcat - Thompson stood framed us’standing at. lhe wmdow, a.nd cnl]aL

ed {1 in"the. doorway, calm,- inscrutable, his to me: r ST

e “back ‘turned cnntempluously ‘to the foes ' Start the clonL, I‘oamyl 'I'];l_c_- case 1.

rd ; : belnnd hu:n. I-Ie put up his gun delib- is closed!"” s MR

m - 5 I3 {The End.} : PR
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en O MY WLFES DIAMONDS

ils

1at % 3 ) By O. B. DuBuiu.

an .

n's o

ity .2 = yet we seemed to be paying our housuhald 13

T a man finds out his bills. %mel;gw that blessed little wife ;‘._

o 3 g, s “of mine could stretch a ten-dollar bill.

Te = wife is a real ]c:wc.l be is until it “covered ffty dul!m worth uf

at A apt to feel like paste himself. ot expenses: - _._

eui i e e e Matters came to a focus, howevcr, m:u:

d- = i et 2 : - morning in December. . : ﬂ'-:
Eil.o% Y name is Raymond, Henry J.  Jessie (that's Mrs. Raymond) and I :

- 02 Raymond, and I um a stock- had been to a reception at the club the: = -

h. i broker by profession. night before.  Ye gods! but she sparklcd‘- ShY

m. You probably remember the like a cut-glass chandelier. And there

1is rise of G. R. Q. in nincteen-two. Well, I was going to the city the next morning

11l % I was one of the tight little sticks in- with just thirty-two cents in my pocket. "=

ny .~ e '~ 7 the hnancial kite at that time, and I got I was in the smoker when the 1dea 3

d~ S s : mine. . I am-going to be perfectly frank. came to mt.. . <
“.. -~ My hat-size increascd dircctly after this “I'1 steal Jessie's dmmonrl nccklace

d . %7~ transaction. said-1, and the next minute I called m\y-

tg ) 3 3 I began to buy diamonds for Mrs. self thc worst names you “could m:m.gme.

T, 24 Raymond, and never stopped until I had = * Never,” smd I. " No, sirg nat {n

nt- i it loaded that clever little lady with gems million years.”

\is - S galore. 1 even bought them for my - DBut then I hnppened to tth that 1t :

he - wife's sister. The day [ pgave Mrs. R. would only be a tempomr}r steal, a_ sort . 1

ce the diamond necklace, I gave one to her of ‘on memnrandum tmnsactmn to Vi

-y W b . . |





